Changes in T-cell subsets and their clinical significance in cancer patients.
The proportion of T cells that have receptors for IgG-Fc (Fc R+ T cells), the functioning of T cell helpers in immunoglobulin production and the blastogenic response of lymphocytes to PHA and Con A were measured in cancer patients. Increases in the percentage of IgG-Fc R+ T cells were observed in most patients; these were greater in patients with advanced tumours and fell within the normal range after complete surgical removal of the tumour. The functioning of T cell helpers in immunoglobulin production and response of lymphocytes to PHA were poor in those patients in whom IgG-Fc R+ T cell percentages were increased. The lymphocytes of such patients responded well to Con A. These changes in T-cell subsets appear to be related to the presence and progress of tumours.